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Town  of  Coleman 

(Revised  November  1963) 


1.  LOCATION 

Sections  8 & 9-8-4  W5  in  Census  Division  No.  9.  This  location  is  at 
mile  203  on  the  Lethbridge  - Crow’s  Nest,  Nelson  - Vancouver  line  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  and  94  miles  west  from  Lethbridge  on  Highway  No.  3 

2.  ALTITUDE 

4,312  feet  Latitude  - 49/38  Longitude  - 114/30 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 58.3°  F. 

Average  winter  - 19.2°  F. 

Average  annual  - 39.3°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 18.98  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 77.3  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 26.71  inches. 

(Note  - Section  3 and  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Cowley). 

5.  GEOLOGY 

Coleman  is  in  a mountainous  area  where  the  rock  formations  have  been 
greatly  faulted  and  folded  by  tectonic  movements.  The  older  formations  have 
been  exposed  by  faulting  and  erosion.  Two  of  these  older  formations,  the 
Kootenay  and  Blairmore  formations  of  Lower  Cretaceous  Age,  form  bedrock 
at  Coleman.  Both  formations  are  a series  of  sandstones  and  shale  beds,  but 
the  Kootenay  differs  in  that,  at  this  locality  it  is  a coal  bearing  horizon.  The 
local  mines  obtain  their  coal  from  the  Kootenay  seams. 

6.  SOIL 

There  is  about  one  square  mile  of  black  soil  zone  in  the  Coleman  area. 
Soil  in  the  surrounding  area  has  not  been  surveyed,  but  it  is  believed  to  be 
the  grey  wooded  type. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly  de- 
ciduous trees)  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 
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Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon  that 
averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  sub-soil  is  brown 
to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found  at  24  to  40  inches  below 
the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have  in 
their  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as  there 
is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use  of  fertilizer  to 
replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  is  usually  a good 
investment. 

Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming  including  the  use  of  crop  rotation  and 
fertilizer  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 


7.  HISTORY 

Coleman  was  named  after  the  youngest  daughter  of  A.  C.  Flumerfelt, 
president  of  the  International  Coal  and  Coke  Company.  The  town  came  into 
being  at  the  turn  of  the  century  as  a result  of  development  of  the  large  coal 
deposits  and  construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from  Lethbridge 
to  Nelson,  British  Columbia,  via  Fort  Macleod  and  the  Crow’s  Nest  Pass. 
Coal  was  mined  in  the  area  as  early  as  1885,  but  no  serious  effort  was  made  to 
develop  the  many  coal  properties  until  after  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was 
completed  in  1898. 

In  1897  the  Dominion  Government  passed  an  Act  granting  a subsidy 
to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  for  the  construction  of  a railroad  from  Leth- 
bridge through  the  Crow’s  Nest  Pass  to  Nelson,  B.C.  The  subsidy  paid  was 
$11,000  per  mile  on  the  completion  of  sections  of  tracks  ten  miles  in  length. 
It  was  granted  subject  to  certain  conditions:  (1)  the  road  was  to  be  built 
through  the  town  of  Fort  Macleod;  (2)  when  completed  for  traffic  to  Kootenay 
Lake,  definite  maximum  freight  rates  were  to  be  established. 

The  township  survey  was  completed  in  1900  and  the  town  was  surveyed 
in  1903. 

Coleman  was  constructed  in  1903  on  what  was  known  as  McGillivray 
Hill,  when  the  International  Coal  and  Coke  Company  of  Spokane,  Washington, 
took  over  and  started  to  develop  the  Denison  coal  property.  This  company 
erected  a substantial  colliery  in  1903  which  included  75  bee-hive  coking  ovens. 

In  1904  Coleman  incorporated  as  a village  and  in  October,  1910,  incor- 
porated as  a town. 

A temporary  arrangement  was  made  with  the  trustees  of  the  Blairmore 
School  District  to  open  a school  in  1904.  The  first  classes  were  held  in  the 
Anglican  Mission  Hall.  Coleman  School  District  No.  1216  was  erected  on 
March  1,  1905,  and  later  that  year  a two-room  school  was  built.  The  year 
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1905  also  saw  the  installation  of  a water  system,  electric  lights  and  telephone 
service. 

The  first  church  built  in  the  town  was  of  the  Anglican  faith.  In  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  hangs  a crucifix  which  was  presented  to  them  by 
Father  Lacombe,  the  well  known  missionary. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Coleman  is  located  in  a valley  or  pass  which  cuts  through  the  Rockies 
and  provides  a passage  for  rail  and  road  transportation  to  the  Pacific.  It  lies 
near  the  base  of  a magnificent  mountain  whose  towering,  snow-capped  peak— 
the  “Crow’s  Nest”— gives  the  pass  its  name. 

The  town  is  supported  by  its  coal  mining,  lumber  and  sulphur  extrac- 
tion industries. 

The  streets  are  wide  and  paved.  Residents  take  pride  in  their  flower 
and  vegetable  gardens. 

Residents  are  keenly  interested  in  all  types  of  sports.  For  the  angler 
there  are  various  species  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the  surrounding  streams  and 
nearby  Crow’s  Nest  Lake.  There  is  good  hunting  for  deer  and  bear. 

There  are  approximately  720  homes  in  the  town.  Rent  for  a five-room 
bungalow  is  about  $50  per  month.  A new  sub-division,  fully  serviced,  will  be 
opened  for  construction  this  year. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  town  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  policy  set  by  the 
council. 


The  business  district  of  the  town  is  well  established 
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10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

Two  town  Police  Constables. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Visiting  Police  Magistrate. 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment  at  Blairmore,  4 miles  east, 
police  the  highway  and  rural  area. 

Building  Regulations  - The  building  bylaw  conforms  to  the  National 
Building  Code,  plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of 
buildings  must  be  approved  by  council,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta 
Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief,  fifteen  firemen  and  seven  auxiliary 
firemen. 

Equipment  - One  1958  500  GPM  pumper  with  600  gallon  tank,  one  500 
gallon  tank  truck,  1 portable  pump,  1,500  feet  of  2 % inch  hose,  1,600  feet  of  1/2 
inch  hose,  35  foot  extension  ladder,  roof  ladder,  fire  extinguishers,  boots,  coats, 
crowbars,  axes,  2 gas  masks,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  a dam,  river  and  sumps.  It  is 
piped  into  a 400,000  gallon  reservoir.  There  are  25  fire  hydrants  conveniently 
located  throughout  the  town. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963 

Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value 

$ 141,000 

Improvements,  100%  of  value 

1,153,950 

Business 

135,400 

Power 

18,230 

Gas  Line 

10,690 

Total  Assessment 

$1,459,270 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

Mill  Rate  18.5  25.4  3.1  47  Mills 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  - 220  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 53.3  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 10  acres. 
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Imp.  Earth  Total 

1 
4 

3 3 

Total  Miles  8 
There  are  approximately  five  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - 1.5  miles. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 1 mile. 

Water  mains  - 8 miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  the  East  Kootenay  Power 
Company  to  Coleman  Collieries,  who  in  turn  sell  it  in  bulk  to  the  town  of 
Coleman  for  distribution. 

Domestic  Rates 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.50. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 1/2C  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 30c  for  prompt  payment. 

Commercial  Rates 

Demand  charge  - $1.50. 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  of  installed  capacity  - 10c  per  KWH. 
Next  150  KWH  of  installed  capacity  - 5c  per  KWH. 

All  additional  KWH  of  installed  capacity  - 2/ic  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 10%  for  prompt  payment. 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes: 

Asphalt  Gravel 
Provincial  Main  1 

Streets  and  Roads  3 1 

Lanes 


Construction  is  active  in  Coleman,  as  exemplified  by  work  on  this  new  school 
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16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  by  gravity  from  a 450,000  gallon  storage  dam  on 
Nezperce  Creek  which  flows  through  the  town  and  enters  the  Crow’s  Nest 
River.  The  water  is  free  from  contamination  and  is  not  treated. 


Monthly  Rates 

3 room  house  (unmetered)  - $1.60. 

4 or  5 room  house  (unmetered)  - $2.00. 

5 rooms  or  over  (unmetered)  - $2.80. 

Commercial  rates  vary  from  $1.60  to  $33.00  monthly. 


Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  \ 

Total  Solids 

72 

Ignition  Loss 

4 

Hardness 

90 

Sulphates 

16 

Chlorides 

2 

Alkalinity 

65 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium. 

Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Fluorine  1.2 

Iron  nil 

Remarks:  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  content  has  settled 


out. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  purchased  in  bulk  by  the  town  and  distributed  to  the 
residents. 

Domestic  and  Small  Commercial  Rates 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.50. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 60c  per  MCF. 

Commercial  Rates 

Available  to  customers  using  more  than  800  MCF  per  year. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $10.00. 

All  MCF  used  per  month  - 50c  per  MCF. 


18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 
100  lb.  cylinders  - $7.50. 

Bulk  - 19c  per  gallon. 

There  is  no  bulk  storage  in  town. 


6 


19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Not  used. 

20.  COAL 

Bituminous  coal  is  supplied  by  the  two  local  mines  at  the  following 
prices  per  ton: 

Lump  Stoker  Egg 

$10.00  $9.00  $8.00 

21.  RESOURCES 

Poultry  products,  coal  (bituminous  - coking),  limestone,  sand  and  gravel, 
lumber,  grass  seed,  natural  gas  (by-product  - sulphur). 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Vital  Statistics,  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  Liquor  Vendor. 

Municipal  - Coleman  School  District  No.  1216  office,  town  Hall  housing 
(Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Town  Foreman,  Public  Works,  Fire 
Department,  Police  Department,  Mayors  Office,  Court  Room,  Electric  Light, 
Water  and  Gas  Department),  Town  garage  - foreman,  working  equipment  and 
electrician. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Crow’s  Nest  Municipal  Hospital  (District  No.  40)  is  located  halfway 
between  Blairmore  and  Coleman.  The  hospital  has  72  beds  and  10  bassinets. 
It  is  staffed  by  a matron,  9 registered  nurses,  and  11  ward  and  nursing  aides. 

There  is  a local  surgery  in  town  where  patients  are  treated  when  hos- 
pitalization is  not  required. 

Other  health  services  - 2 doctors,  1 dentist  (located  at  Blairmore),  St. 
John  Ambulance,  1 drug  store. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barbers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Watch  Repairs  1 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - daily  service  from  Lethbridge  to  Cranbrook, 
B.C.,  via  Coleman. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - two  buses  daily,  Fort  Macleod  to  Femie  via 
Coleman. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  Calgary  and  Lethbridge. 

Taxi  stand  - one  cab. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Coleman  Journal  (weekly). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Post  Office. 
Nearest  Radio  Stations  - Lethbridge  (CJOC,  CHEC). 

Nearest  Television  Station  - Lethbridge  (CJLH-TV). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce. 


Well  kept  homes  are  a distinctive  feature  of  the  town  of  Coleman 


29. 


HOTELS 


No. 

of  Rooms 

Rates 

Beer  License 

Grand  Union 

34 

$2.50  up 

yes 

Coleman 

32 

$2.00  up 

yes 

Empire 

21 

$1.50  up 

yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

No.  of  Units  Grade  Rates 


Chinook  Cabins 

10 

4 star 

$6.00  up 

Kosy  Knest  Kabins 

6 

4 star 

$8.00  up 

Stop  Inn  Motel 

11 

4 star 

$4.50  up 

6 

3 star 

Alberta  Government  Park  campsite  - 6 miles  west  at  Island  Lake. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  Greek  Catholic,  Salvation  Army,  United, 
Jehovah  Witness. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Purple,  Pythian  Sisters,  I.O.O.F.,  Rebekahs, 
Elks,  Coal  Miners’  Local  Union,  Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s 
Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion,  Lions. 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Coleman  Sports  Association,  Curling  Club,  Tennis  Club,  Hockey  Clubs, 
Mine  Rescue  Association,  St.  John  Ambulance  and  First  Aid  Society,  Alberta 
Teachers’  Association,  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  Home  and  School  Association. 


34.  EDUCATION 

The  Coleman  School  District  No.  1216  is  an  independent  district  but 
comes  within  the  Pincher  Creek  inspectorate.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along 
with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing,  Bookkeeping,  Drama,  Art,  Home 

Economics,  Shop.  A new  Junior  - Senior  High  School  has  just  been  constructed. 
The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1-  6 

13 

415 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

6 

160 

High 

10-12 

5 

110 

9 


35. 


THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Roxy  Theatre 

404 

yes 

yes 

Italian  Hall 

400 

yes 

yes 

I.O.O.F.  Hall 

400 

yes 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

100 

no 

yes 

Elks  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

School  Auditorium 

600 

yes 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Coleman  Public  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  Service  Clubs,  Home 
and  School  Association,  School  District  and  the  Provincial  Government  grant. 
The  Library  is  open  every  Thursday  from  4 to  8 p.m.  There  are  approximately 
1,605  volumes  in  the  Library. 

The  school  library  is  for  the  use  of  the  students  only. 

Other  Activities  - High  School  Dramatic  Club. 


37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  Army  Cadets. 
Girls  - Brownies,  Guides. 


38.  SPORTS 

Hockey  (senior,  junior  and  peewee),  curling,  baseball  (senior  and  jun- 
ior), softball,  tennis,  bowling  (lawn  and  indoor),  football,  track  and  field, 
skiing. 

Facilities  - Covered  hockey  and  skating  arena  with  artificial  ice,  covered 
curling  rink  with  4 sheets  artificial  ice,  bowling  green,  bowling  alley,  3 tennis 
courts,  baseball  diamond,  recreation  field. 


39.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Cenotaph  to  the  veterans  of  the  First  and  Second  World  Wars. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Coleman  Saving  and  Credit  Union. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountant  

l 

— 

. — 

— 

Garages  & 

Auto  Body  Repairs  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Service  Stations  

5 

— 

— 

5 

Bank  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Groceries  

7 

— 

— 

7 

Barbers  

2 



. — 

— 

Hardware  

2 

— 

— 

2 

Beauty  Parlors  

2 





— 

Hotels  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Bowling  Alley  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Insurance  & Real  Estate 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butcher  Shops  

6 

— 

— 

6 

Jeweller  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Building  Contractor  

1 



— 

— 

Lumber  Yard  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bus  Transport  ....  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Distributor  .... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cartage  Delivery 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Motels 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Clothing  (men’s)  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Oil  Distributors  ....  

2 

■ — 

2 

— 

Clothing  (women’s  and 

Painters  & Decorators  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

children’s ) 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Photographer  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chemical  Plants  

2 

2 

2 

— 

Pool  Room  

2 

- — 

— 

— 

Coal  Dealers 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Printer  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Coal  Mines  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Restaurants  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Doctors  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Shoe  Repairs 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Drug  Store  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sporting  Goods  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dry  Goods  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Tailor  Shops 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Electrical  Appliances  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Theatre  

1 

— 

— 

-- 

Electrical  Contractor  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tire  Repairs 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Florist  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Taxi  Stand  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Funeral  Parlor  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tinsmith  

1 

1 

— 

1 

43.  SITES 

Industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  and  highway  are  available  from 
private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 


44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  rich  bituminous  coal  deposits  underlying  the  district  and  the  dis- 
covery of  sour  gas  are  responsible  for  Coleman’s  existence. 

The  International  Coal  and  Coke  Company  opened  the  first  mine  in 
1903;  they  also  built  75  beehive  coke  ovens  the  same  year.  The  mine  closed 
down  in  March,  1954. 

The  McGillivray  Creek  Coal  Company  opened  their  first  mine  in  1908 
and  closed  in  May,  1960.  The  two  companies  amalgamated  in  November,  1951, 
forming  the  Coleman  Collieries. 

The  Vicary  Creek  coal  mine,  located  north  of  Coleman  and  owned  by  the 
Coleman  Collieries,  use  the  tipple  of  the  International  Coal  and  Coke  Company 
to  load  cars  for  shipments  to  Japan  and  other  locations  in  Canada. 

The  Summit  Lime  Works  have  excellent  deposits  of  limestone  9 miles 
west  of  the  town. 
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Natural  gas  was  discovered  in  the  area  in  1956.  The  Saratoga  Process- 
ing Company  process  the  impurities  from  the  gas  and  pipe  the  balance  to  the 
Jefferson  Lake  Petro  Chemicals  of  Canada  Limited  plant  where  the  sulphur  is 
removed  from  the  sour  gas.  These  plants  cost  about  $10,000,000  and  are  located 
two  miles  from  the  town. 

The  Atlas  Lumber  Company  operate  a planing  mill  close  to  the  chemical 

plants. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North,  5 miles;  West,  8 miles;  South,  6 miles,  East,  4 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,800. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,713. 
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